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2012. Under 19 Grand Final Part 2. 

Editorial comments: the aforesaid Simon 

O’Brien (right) was, 

perhaps understandably, 

the only member of the 

U19s team to add to 

prior Premiership 

medallions with the 

OGS – he was a playing 

member of the Reserves 

Premiership teams of 

2005 and 2007. 
 

And he did forget to thank his wife Linley for all her patience and forbearance during the season. 
============================================================================= 

 

Next we reprint some Finals Extracts from the Under 19 sections of The Amateur Footballer 

magazine written (most astutely – see his predictions in blue) by VAFA official Andrew Leonard. 

(Had these notes you are now reading happened to have come out before the Melbourne Cup we were 

going to ask him for his selection for that as well.) 

 

1) After Round 18 - and leading up to our First Semi-Final 

 

“U19 North – Flirting with form? 

Another team that could do some damage from outside the top two is Old Geelong as they showed 

the sort of form that could have them challenge for a flag when they defeated ladder leaders Ivanhoe 

by five goals last Saturday at Como Park. Ivanhoe may have been going through the motions but the 

OGs had 24 scoring shots to the Hoes’ 14.” 
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2) After the semis - and leading up to the Preliminary Final 

 

“Williamstown CYMS got up in a 

thrilling second semi-final win over 

Ivanhoe with a late goal seeing them 

hold on to win by eight points at Bill 

Lawry Oval…… Old Geelong will 

be Ivanhoe’s opponent as OGS held 

out Therry Penola by 11 points to end 

their season. It was another low 

scoring game, but the OG’s set the 

tone for their seniors later that day 

turning a 19 point half time deficit 

into a 26 point three quarter time 

lead. The way Old Geelong are going 

at present you’d also tip them on the 

excitement around the place in the 

prelim against the Hoes today.” 

 

3) And after the Preliminary - and leading up to the 

Grand Final 

 

“It’s hard to believe that Ivanhoe 

have gone out in straight sets but 

now that it is on paper it must be 

true. Ivanhoe dropped three 

games for the year then lost two 

finals in a row going down to Old 

Geelong in the Preliminary Final 

by three goals. The OG’s now 

have the right to secure the club’s 

second premiership this season 

when they take on Williamstown 

CYMS in the Grand Final at 

Trevor Barker Oval on Sunday. 

It’s hard to get a read on how the 

final will go but I tend to lean 

towards the hooped men who are 

riding the wave of club success 

this year.” 



 3 

 

 

 
 

4) And after the Grand Final 

 

“U 19 North - OG's claim another flag 

Old Geelong defeated Williamstown CYMS in a brilliant contest at Trevor Barker Oval by eight 

points to claim a second, later to become one of three premierships for the club in 2012. After a 

blistering 5.7 to 1.1 opening quarter had Williamstown up by five goals the OG’s slowly worked their 

way back into the game. They were two points down at the long break thanks to Karey Taylor who 

had six goal goals to half time with five in the second quarter alone. His efforts won him the medal 

for best on the ground, although interestingly he didn’t kick a goal in the second half. Old Geelong 

outscored Willy to take a 14 point lead into the three quarter time huddle and after the break the CY’s 

came out to throw everything they could at the Ogs; they outscored them in the final 

quarter but it wasn’t enough as they fell just eight points short.”                

                    
       Extracts from Amateur Footballer magazine end 

============================================================================= 

 

The Peter Harris Award for Best on Ground was awarded to Karey Taylor. 

 



 4 

 

 

 

Editor’s note: The 

same award was 

won by Firsts player 

of the last three 

years Callum 

Wood (left) back in 

2009 when OGS’ 

Under 19s won their 

first Premiership. 

   

We wrote at the time: “The medal was presented to Cal by Pat 

Harris, wife of Peter Harris who very sadly passed away early 

this year. Peter was a 300-game plus player in the Amateurs 

(indeed it may well have been 400-plus), before taking up an 

umpiring career of even greater duration with the VAFA, whilst 

in addition undertaking various administrative jobs for the VAFA over many, many years. He was also a Life 

Member of the VAFA and of the VAFA Umpires Association, was incredibly well regarded and liked right 

throughout Amateur football, and was, quite simply, one of the nicest people you would ever hope to meet.”  
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Under 19s: From Here and There – a miscellaneous few jottings, mainly from the finals series: 

 

* Leading up to the First Semi-Final, there was actually a ground change at the start of the week, 

because the previously designated venue - Toorak Park, Armadale - had been declared unplayable. 

But despite our being in the days of websites and endless emails, and Facebook (and Twitter and 

similar forms of sub-intelligent communication) there was no sign of player Henry Byrne at the new 

ground, Central Reserve, Glen Waverley at the required meeting time for the players, 8.10am for a 

9.20am start on Sunday 2 September. 

 

Henry was coming from Ballarat (at least this time his car had started), and somehow the news of the 

change of ground had not got through to him, and it was only when he arrived at Toorak Park that he 

suspected that something was amiss. Because there was absolutely no-body there. A couple of frantic 

phone calls later (thank goodness for 

modern technology) and he did however, 

finally, get to the substituted ground, with 

about 15 minutes to spare - and went on to 

be included in our Six Best Players two 

and a half hours later.  

 

Somewhat cruelly it has been suggested 

that it all goes to show that to play well 

you don’t actually have to have been 

present to hear Daniel O’Brien’s and/or 

Simon Obrien’s pre-match addresses, 

game plans and match strategies after all. 

 

All is forgiven: just after the final siren two weeks later. Henry and we think one of the O’Briens 

 

* Tough call for Rupert Kemp (below right) prior to the Under 19 and Firsts Preliminary Finals 

which fell on the same weekend. With the Firsts down three players due to soft tissue injuries from 

the week before there were at 

least three changes to be made - 

and the selectors offered Rupert 

one of the places. (He had 

played four senior games during 

the home-and-away season.) 

The Under 19’s Vice-Captain 

however elected to play with his 

mates, and we rather think he 

made the right call. We doubt - 

with all due respect - that he 

would have made an eight-goal 

difference in the Firsts, but he 

did go on to kick three for the 

Unders, and to then take some 

crucial marks in defence when 

Ivanhoe looked like pressing in the final quarter.  
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* Tremendous contribution from Harry 

Graham in running water for the boys in 

the Prelim and Grand Finals. Thank you.  

 

* Face in the crowd: absolutely 

fantastic to see Garth Manton 

(middle towards the back) in our 

shots in the rooms after the Grand 

Final. 

 

Fresh from having had a new 

pacemaker installed the previous 

Monday! (Might explain why the 

VAFA scheduled our Grand Final 

on the Sunday – to spare Garth a 

six-day turnaround.) 

 

Those of you who visit the Year 

History section of the OGFC 

website (Season 1963 has recently 

been added) will note that Garth 

was President of the OGGFC 50 

years ago, in 1962. In fact, he 

served as President of the Club for a longer period than anyone else in its history. 

 

* Another face in the crowd, behind the glasses – Chris 

Pearson: former player and member of the Reserves 

Premiership team of 1990 – and one of the people heavily 

involved on the admin side when the OGS first had an U19s 

team in the years 1994-1998. 
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* Nearly a clash too far… 

 

The Under 19’s were extremely fortunate to be able to field the same side as that of the Preliminary 

Final, as our Grand Final clashed with GGS Sports Day. (This had been a looming threat for some 

weeks, should we make the Grand Final, but indications were that it would in all probability be played 

on the Saturday.) Wrong – the day after the Preliminary Final all the fixtures for the following 

weekend were announced 

by the VAFA, with OGS 

well and truly listed for the 

Sunday. This was 

obviously now going to be 

a big issue for the four boys 

who were still in Years 

11/12 at G.G.S. and 

scheduled to compete in 

athletic events on the same 

day as the U19 Grand Final 

was to be played.  

 

However, through and 

thanks to various 

negotiating skills on the 

part of the boys themselves, 

parents, GGS staff and 

OGFC personnel, disaster was averted! Will Holmes, who is very strong on the athletic scene, 

managed to have some of his events rescheduled to a weekday, and other events to later on the 

Sunday, whilst Jock Grimshaw’s High Jump was also pushed back to late on the Sunday afternoon! 

And whilst Will Sloss and Charlie Burbury were not competing in any events, they were expected 

to be there to support their peers. 

 

So whilst it was an early start for the Unders in the Grand Final (8.02am meeting for 9.10am!), this 

was a huge positive because the boys were able to play, although later their celebrations of a 

Premiership were promptly put on hold as they were then whisked back to the Grammar, departing 

no more than an hour after the win had been confirmed! 

 

The OGFC very much appreciates the efforts of these 

blokes (and their parents) for potentially sacrificing their 

later efforts at the aths.  

 

(Not that it seemed to affect Jock Grimshaw who 

apparently ended up winning the High Jump with a leap 

of 1.86 metres or something similar! 

 

Though, that said, a number of people have commented 

that he almost certainly reached a height of greater than 

two metres during the OGFC Grand Final - during his 

previously mentioned “speccy” in the final quarter.) 
 

Jock re-entering the atmosphere on the way down, whilst Karey Taylor carries the weight of at least 

part of the team on his shoulders. 
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* On the subject of Will Sloss 

(mentioned on the previous page, 

inter alia), we had a fair idea when 

we took that picture at Como 

earlier in the year that we’d got a 

good one, but we didn’t know then 

that it would go right round the 

world! Not least in a hard copy 

publication with a print run of 

about 18,000 copies. 

 

* Mind you we have also just 

recently propelled a couple of 

other OGFC people (this time past 

players) right round the world as 

well. They are in the form of Ben 

Symons (brother of 2012 

Reserves Premiership player Will 

Symons) and Hugh McCarthy 

(VAFA D2 Section Best & Fairest 

2003, member of OGS Firsts’ Premiership team of 2005). The photo below is half of a page in a hard 

copy brochure which has just been released – and that was with a print run of 30,000 copies.   

 
  

 

  Location: Kala Patar, 5600m, Nepal 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ben Symons and Hugh McCarthy are the closest to the 

camera in photo opposite, and are easily recognised in 

the photos below. 

 

 

 

 

 
                  2005 
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* In some weeks leading up to the end of the season, we were a little perplexed at the progression in 

which the match photos come up on the Club website. We can assure readers that they were definitely 

taken in chronological order. 

 

* One of the people who received an honourable mention in the rooms after 

the GF win was Josh Sumura who injured an ankle in a pre-season practice 

match and has not been able to play all season. 

He has done a terrific job all year for the U19s, 

sometimes as Team Manager and often as 

Timekeeper. 

 

(It has, however, been rumoured that the VAFA 

next year will deny entry in the finals to people 

wearing dinner jackets with yellow carnations – 

it’s just not football!!)  

 

* Trivia unlimited? The Under 19s twice played La Trobe Uni at La Trobe 

last season. The first was that freezingly-cold-but-totally-clear-and-still 

morning, as opposed to the second time we played there, which was the 

freezingly-cold-violently-windy-sleet-and-rain-filled morning under a ten-tenths low and leaden 

cloud cover. The Editor attended both games to take photos, and on the first occasion was provided 

with one of his other interests, aviation and aviation photography (although, perhaps appropriately, 

his involvement is mainly with vintage and veteran aircraft), because in certain conditions La Trobe 

lies straight under the flight path for aircraft on descent into Melbourne airport. 

 

After he had ignored a string of jet 

aircraft which had passed over the 

ground in the first half of the 

game, while he concentrated on 

earth-bound matters, Lemon 

finally snapped this QANTAS 

Boeing 767-300ER passing 

overhead during the third quarter. 

But only later noticed the 

registration of the aircraft. 

 

VH-OGG: the airliner was built in 

1990 - Constructor’s Number 

24929 - and first registered in 

Australia in the same year. It is named the City of Rockhampton. 

 

For those seeking an equality of treatment, unfortunately we can only report that there used to be a 

VH-OGC, also a Boeing 767-300ER, and constructed two years earlier. However, it is understood 

that it was removed from the Australian Registry at the start of November 2010, and is now operating 

for Bedek Aviation in Israel as a freighter. 

 

* We think that much the same thing can be said of all three of our Premiership teams – they really 

need a lot more practice in posing for premiership photos. (The Reserves report, still to come, 

were a rabble!) 
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A couple of Under 19 examples follow, as the Captain Andrew de Fegely does a complete hatchet 

job on Rupert de Crespigny, and only just gives the Vice-Captain Rupert Kemp a look in. And 

then in the next photo does exactly the opposite to them. 

 

A brief time for reflection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This completes the Under 19s Finals Wrap. It is hoped that some people will enjoy it as a souvenir. 
  If anyone has any additional input it can still be sent to peter@peregrineadventures.com 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Except where otherwise credited, these notes were written and put together, and the photos taken, by Peter Lemon.  

The photos have been reduced to low resolution to limit the cyber-size of this document. Sort of. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              The end. 

mailto:peter@peregrineadventures.com

